
Welcome to the River Thames
Ever wanted to get afloat on the River Thames? How about
hiring a boat for an hour, day or week? Taking a scenic trip on a
passenger boat? Canoeing or rowing under your own steam?
Or finding a unique venue for that special occasion?

We have created this leaflet to help you explore the variety of
possibilities. It includes ideas of what you can do and a list of
all companies offering boat hire and trips. So getting afloat has
never been easier.

Enjoy your time on the River Thames.

Plan ahead to make the most of
your time on the river. Our website
will help you to find out more
about transport links, clubs,

get afloat on
the River Thames

restaurants, hotels, fishing spots,
tourist attractions and events
happening on or near the river.
Go to www.visitthames.co.uk
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*Cotswold Boat Hire – Lechlade-on-Thames
Tel: 01793 727083
Email: info@cotswoldboat.co.uk
Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk

Cotswold River Cruises – Lechlade-on-Thames
Tel: 01367 250013
Email: enquiries@cotswoldrivercruises.co.uk
Web: www.cotswoldrivercruises.co.uk

Riverside Boat Hire – Lechlade-on-Thames
Tel: 01367 253599
Web: www.riverside-lechlade.co.uk

Cotswold Canals Trust – Lechlade-on-Thames
Tel: 01446 760314
Email: mail@cotswoldcanals.com
Web: www.cotswoldcanals.com

Swan Hotel – Radcot-on-Thames
Tel: 01367 810161
Email: swanhotel@swanhotelradcot.co.uk
Web: www.swanhotelradcot.co.uk

*Anglo-Welsh Waterway Holidays – Eynsham
Tel: 01865 882235
Email: rica.koops@anglowelsh.co.uk
Web: www.anglowelsh.co.uk

*Oxfordshire Narrowboats – Bicester
Tel: 01869 340348
Email: enquiries@oxfordshire-narrowboats.co.uk
Web: www.oxfordshire-narrowboats.co.uk

Rosamund The Fair – Banbury
Tel: 01295 278690
Web: www.rosamundthefair.co.uk

College Cruisers – Oxford
Tel: 01865 554343
Email: info@collegecruisers.com
Web: www.collegecruisers.com

The Cherwell Boat House – Oxford
Tel: 01865 515978
Email: info@cherwellboathouse.co.uk
Web: www.cherwellboathouse.co.uk

Salter Steamers Ltd – Oxford
Tel: 01865 243421
Email: info@salterssteamers.co.uk
Web: www.salterssteamers.co.uk

Oxford River Cruises – Oxford
Tel: 08452 269396
Email: info@oxfordrivercruises.com
Web: www.oxfordrivercruises.com

*Abingdon Boat Centre – Abingdon
Tel: 01235 521125
Email: boat.hire@abingdonboatcentre.co.uk
Web: www.abingdonboatcentre.co.uk

Crown Blue Line, (member of Le Boat group)
– Benson
Tel: 08444 636416
Email: sales@leboat.co.uk
Web: www.leboat.co.uk

*Swancraft – Benson
Tel: 01491 836700
Email: swancraft@bensonwaterfront.com
Web: www.bensonwaterfront.co.uk

Alexander River Cruisers – Wallingford
Tel: 01491 839958
Email: alexander.w@tiscali.co.uk

Great River Journeys – Wallingford
Tel: 0118 976 2221
Email: info@greatriverjourneys.com
Web: www.greatriverjourneys.com

Cricklade to Goring

Boat operators on the River Thames



*Reading Marine Services – Padworth
Tel: 0118 971 3666
Email: enquiries@readingmarine.co.uk
Web: www.readingmarine.com

*Caversham Boat Services – Reading
Tel: 0118 957 4323
Email: wicks@cavershamboatservices.
freeserve.co.uk
Web: www.cavershamboatservices.co.uk

Kennet Cruises – Reading
Tel: 0118 987 1115
Email: info@kennetcruises.co.uk
Web: www.kennetcruises.co.uk

Bridge Boats Ltd – Reading
Tel: 0118 959 0346
Email: enquiries@bridgeboats.com
Web: www.bridgeboats.com

Salter Steamers Ltd – Reading
Tel: 0118 957 2388
Email: info@salterssteamers.co.uk
Web: www.salterssteamers.co.uk

Thames Rivercruise Ltd – Reading
Tel: 0118 948 1088
Email: bookings@thamesrivercruise.co.uk
Web: www.thamesrivercruise.co.uk

Sonning Cruises – Reading
Tel: 0118 942 2556
Email: info@sonningcruises.co.uk
Web: www.sonningcruises.co.uk

Windsor Belle – Shiplake
Tel: 0118 940 2393 or 07050 161906

*Hobbs of Henley Ltd – Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 572035
Email: boats@hobbsofhenley.demon.co.uk
Web: www.hobbs-of-henley.com

Goring to Bray

Hambleden Sales & Charter Ltd – Henley-on-
Thames
Tel: 01491 578870 or 07813 917730
Email: gillian@hscboats.co.uk
Web: www.hscboats.co.uk

Alexander River Cruises – Marlow
Tel: 01491 839958 or 07789 701130
Email: alexander.w@tiscali.co.uk

The Edwardian Boat Company – Marlow
Tel: 01795 436363
Email: andrew.field@ajfieldco.com

Thames Steamers Ltd – Bourne End
Tel: 07774 925323
Email: info@thames-steamers.co.uk
Web: www.thames-steamers.co.uk

Serene Waters – Bourne End
Tel: 01628 850936
Email: info@serene-waters.co.uk
Web: www.serene-waters.co.uk

Rivertime – Cookham
Tel: 01628 780700
Email: info@rivertime.com
Web: www.rivertime.com

Cliveden Hotel – Maidenhead
Tel: 01628 668561
Email: info@clivedenhouse.co.uk
Web: www.clivedenhouse.co.uk

Maidenhead River Service – Maidenhead
Tel: 01628 634247
Email: harthom@btinternet.com

Fringilla – Maidenhead
Tel: 07977 448117
Email: fringilla@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www.fringilla.co.uk



Fringilla – Windsor
Tel: 07977 448117
Email: fringilla@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www.fringilla.co.uk

French Bros Ltd – Windsor
Tel: 01753 851900
Email: sales@boat-trips.co.uk
Web: www.boat-trips.co.uk

Salter Steamers Ltd – Windsor
Tel: 01753 865832
Email: info@salterssteamers.co.uk
Web: www.salterssteamers.co.uk

John Logie Motorboats – Windsor
Tel: 07774 983809

*Kris Cruisers – Datchet
Tel: 01753 543930
Email: sales@kriscruisers.co.uk
Web: www.kriscruisers.co.uk

Fringilla – Runnymede
Tel: 07977 448117
Email: fringilla@hotmail.co.uk
Web: www.fringilla.co.uk

Rainbow Cruisers – Chertsey
Tel: 01784 454035
Email: info@rainbowcruisers.co.uk
Web: www.rainbowcruisers.co.uk

Bray to Teddington

*Chertsey Meads Marine – Chertsey
Tel: 08704 119888
Email: info@chertseymeadsmarine.co.uk
Web: www.chertseymeadsmarine.co.uk

Heritage Boat Charters Ltd – Ottershaw
Tel: 01932 873130
Email: enquiries@heritageboatcharters.com
Web: www.heritageboatcharters.com

Hampton Ferry Boat House Ltd – Shepperton
Tel: 020 8979 7471
Email: hamptonferryboathouse@hotmail.com
Web: www.hamptonferryboathouse.co.uk

J G F Passenger Boats – Walton-on-Thames
Tel: 01932 253374
Email: info@jgf-boats.co.uk
Web: www.jgf-boats.co.uk

Thames Skiff Hire – Walton-on-Thames
Tel: 01932 232433
Email: sales@skiffhire.com
Web: www.skiffhire.com

*George Wilson & Sons – Sunbury-on-Thames
Tel: 01932 782067

*Farncombe Boat House Ltd – Godalming
Tel: 01483 421306
Email: enquirie@farncombeboats.co.uk
Web: www.farncombeboats.co.uk

*Guildford Boat House Ltd – Guildford
Tel: 01483 504494
Email: info@guildfordboats.co.uk
Web: www.guildfordboats.co.uk

Thames Canoes – Maidenhead
Tel: 0845 094 8276
Email: info@thamescanoes.co.uk
Web: www.thamescanoes.co.uk

* British Marine Federation member

The Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co. Ltd.
– Maidenhead
Tel: 01628 621770
Email: enquiry@maidenheadsteam.co.uk
Web: www.maidenheadsteam.co.uk



* British Marine Federation member

J Martin & Son – East Molesey
Tel: 020 8979 5515 or 07855 923539

*Constable’s Boatyard – Hampton
Tel: 01372 743418
Email: constables.boatyard@ntlworld.com
Web: www.constablesboatyard.co.uk

Ditton Cruisers – Ditton
Tel: 020 8398 2119
Email: maritek@taggsboatyard.co.uk
Web: www.taggsboatyard.co.uk

Harts Cruisers – Surbiton
Tel: 020 8398 2119
Email: maritek@taggsboatyard.co.uk
Web: www.taggsboatyard.co.uk

Parr Passenger Boats – Kingston-on-Thames
Tel: 020 8977 8850 or 07956 902646
Email: info@parrboats.co.uk
Web: www.parrboats.co.uk

Turk Launches – Kingston-on-Thames
Tel: 020 8546 2434
Email: operations@turks.co.uk
Web: www.turks.co.uk

Richmond Bridge Boathouses – Richmond
Tel: 020 8948 8270
Web: www.richmondbridgeboathouses.com

*River Thames Boat Project – Richmond
Tel: 020 8940 3509
Email: info@thamesboatproject.org
Web: www.thamesboatproject.org

Colliers Launches – Twickenham
Tel: 08000 748284 or 020 8892 0741
Email: demi@collierslaunches.co.uk
Web: www.collierslaunches.co.uk

Hammertons Ferry – Twickenham
Tel: 020 8892 9620

Westminster Passenger Services Association
(Upriver) Limited – London
Tel: 020 7930 2062 or 020 7930 4721
Email: theboats@wpsa.co.uk
Web: www.wpsa.co.uk

Chas Newens Marine Co Ltd – London
Tel: 020 8788 4587 or 07801 474975
Email: info@chastheboat.co.uk
Web: www.chastheboat.co.uk

Complete Pleasure Boats – London
Tel: 01628 474047 or 07831 092237
Email: info@completepleasureboats.co.uk
Web: www.completepleasureboats.co.uk

Temple Read Cruises (Magna Carta) – London –
Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 07836 551912
Email: dominic@magna-carta.co.uk
Web: www.magna-carta.co.uk

African Queen – Mapledurham
Tel: 07774 917389
Email: africanqueen@btconnect.com
Web: www.african-queen.co.uk

Barge Cruising Ltd – Wallingford to Windsor
Tel: 07771 781563
Email: actief@bargecruising.com
Web: www.bargecruising.com

Hotel Boat Baglady – Oxford to Teddington
Tel: 07758 272212 or 07890 355 962
Email: bargebaglady@yahoo.co.uk
Web: www.hotelboatbaglady.co.uk

Hotel boats



Messing about in boats
Take a boating holiday
Hiring a boat is probably the ultimate
get away, whether you fancy playing
Swallows and Amazons with your
family, or just cruising with friends.
There are hire companies along the
length of the river. A boat for four
people for a week in low season will
cost you from £500 and in high
season £850 – that’s from £18 up to
£30 per person per night and, unlike
most hotels, it moves with you.

Try a picnic afloat
You can hire a boat for the day or
hour. A rowing boat costs from
£9 per hour or £40 per day.
A motor boat costs from £20 per hour
or £100 per day, plus a refundable
security deposit.

Play at Three Men in a Boat
You can still hire a camping skiff
complete with all cooking gear and
bedding and row down river, just like
Jerome K. Jerome over a hundred
years ago. At night, you can moor up,
and sleep under the stars.

Take the river bus
There are passenger boat services
running nearly the whole length of
the river from Oxford to Richmond.
You could take a train one way and
come back on the river bus. Tickets
cost from £4 per adult depending on
the route you choose.

Take a break on a hotel boat
These are usually two narrow boats
tied together, with the skipper and
cook on one, leaving you free to
totally unwind. As a guest, you are
welcome to help out as much or as
little as you like.

Go electric
The river is getting quieter thanks to
electric boats. It’s much nicer to float
along having your summer picnic with
only a gentle purr in the background,
and many of the boats have
traditional finishes and canopies to
add a touch of style.

Go rowing, canoeing or sailing
The river, home to the Henley Royal
Regatta every July, is the country’s
most important rowing venue, with
23 clubs open to the public.
Canoeists and sailors are also well
looked after, and for the really
adventurous canoeists there is white
water at some weirs such as at Hurley.

Hiring a boat for the first time?
Don’t worry, help is at hand. Hire boat
operators are happy to give helpful
instruction and advice before you set
off. Once cruising, every one of our
44 locks are staffed by our legendary
Thames lock keepers who are happy
to help you. And it won’t take much to
get them to tell you their colourful
tales of river lore, of local characters,
and the best place to get a pint.

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, we cannot accept
responsibility for any errors or omissions. Edition 6/2009
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Environment first: This publication is printed on paper made
from 100 per cent previously used waste. By-products from

making the pulp and paper are used for composting and fertiliser, for
making cement and for generating energy.

Our role
We are the Environment Agency. We look after the River Thames, keeping it
clean, healthy and safe for the millions of visitors who use it every day.
Working with river businesses and other partners, we develop leisure facilities
and promote tourism.

The way we manage our waterways is critical to flood control, managing water
resources and conservation. All parts of our business work closely together to
make sure our work is integrated and sensitive to the environment.

Would you like to find out more about us,
or about your environment?

Then call us on
08708 506 506 (Mon–Fri 8–6)

email
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

or visit our website
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

incident hotline 0800 80 70 60 (24hrs)
floodline 0845 988 1188


